
SECRET TRIAL OP
A MURDER CHARGE,

Mrs, Fleming, Accused of
Poisoning, !s Being J udgeel

by a Referee,

Other Heirs Contend That She
Kifled Her Mother to Se¬

cure an Inheritance.

Lawrence Godkin Must Decide If
She Is Guilty and If She Com¬
mitted the Crime for Money.

iHER CHILDREN ARE ALSO AN ISSUE.

A Romantic and Unusual Proceeding
Which May Determine the Course

of the District-Attorney in the
Criminal Prosecution.

Mary Alice Almont Fleming, nee Living¬
ston, is making a vigorous effort, through
her lawyers.Gratz Nathan and John C.
Shaw.to get possession of a part of her
mother's property. The residuary legatees
of Robert Swift Livingston are opposing
her on the ground that Mrs. Fleming has
forfeited all right to this estate of about
SSO.OOO, because, as they allege, she poi¬
soned her mother. *

Judge Beekman sent the matter to a ref¬
eree, as it was palpable that many com¬

plications would ensue in the progress of
the case. He selected Lawrence Godkin to
try the Issues and report upon Mrs. Flem¬

ing's application. Five hearings have been
held at Mr. Godkin's office, No. 56 Wall
street, the last on Tuesday. The next is
set for Saturday. The utmost privacy has
been observed, aud no reports of the mat¬
ter have been published, as Mr. Godkin
shuns the publicity incident to such an af¬
fair. Mrs. Fleming is again in the Tombs,
having been returned from Blackwell's
Island, wThere her last child was born early
In December. She was indicted last Sep¬
tember for killing her mother, Mrs. E. M.
Bliss, by giving her clam chowder which,
it is asserted, contained a fatal poison. If
the question of Mrs. Fleming's guilt comes

up before Referee Godkin, the evidence on

which the District-Attorney must rely to
convict her will necessarily be produced.
This would seriously interfere with Dis¬
trict-Attorney Fellows's plans in the crim¬
inal proceedings which are likely to come

up in the near future.
THE UNIQUE PROCEEDING.

Frank Dudley Tansley, one of the law¬

yers who is appearing before the referee,
was found at his office in the Times Build¬
ing yesterday and prevailed upon to dis¬
cuss some features of the case. He said:
"This Is altogether an unusual case, In-

yolvlng practically the decision of a crim¬
inal charge in a civil proceeding in ad¬
vance of the criminal trial. Briefly, this
Is the situation: Mrs. Fleminj, has applied
Cor an order directing the City Chamber-
ain to pay her $25,000 as tie fund accru-

her « dCatiflg the remainder

^ r mother'"-
jii.<4 estate expired. There is some $80,000
dependent upon the questions radiating
from the main inquiry. The Grand Jury
of this county found a true bill against
Mrs. Fleming. The question of her guilt is
the decisive point in the distribution of
these moneys. Under the laws of New
York State, a person committing a murder
for the purpose of securing an inheritance
forfeits that inheritance. The residuary
legatees in this case, some of whom I rep¬
resent, can become sharers in this fund
ouly on the conviction of Mrs. Fleming
for such murder. She will, if the lega¬
tees raise the issue by opposing her pres¬
ent position, be subjected to another trial
before the Supreme Court or a referee
appointed thereby, wherein the question of
murder and the Intent of the accused will
be deckled for the purpose of directing
where the property involved in the petition
will be distributed. Thus two entirely dif¬
ferent courts pass upon the question for
different purposes.
"Besides that, the legatees in the civil

action .*just establish an element which
the criminal court does not have occa¬
sion to decide.namely, was the murder
for the purpose of obtaining the inherit¬
ance?
"Being a poisoning case, expert testi¬

mony will undoubtedly be introduced and
a bitter controversy follow. The facts that
the victim and tho alleged perpetrator of
the crime are women, that a large sum is
affected by the decision, that the
grim shadow of the electrical chair
levers In the background, and that Mrs.
Fleming has had a past of romantic and
engrossing variety combine to make this
a cause celebre.

SIDE ISSUES OF THE TRIAL.
"The recent poisoning trials have been

sensational, and the accused have been
found guilty even though the evidence
was largely circumstantial and strenuously
combated by legal advocates of note and
acknowledged ability. Of course in the
Ca».jle Harris, Holmes and Dr. Buchanan
cases the accused was a man. In this case
the prisoner is a woman, and a woman
who has exerted potential influences over
the lives of many men. Still, if the matter
Is adjudicated before an eminent and un¬
emotional referee, instead of a jury of
twelve men of varying degrees of suscepti¬
bility, the result may be the same as
In the cases of Harris, Buchanan and
Holmes. The legitimacy of Mrs. Fleming's
children, four of whom are living, is also
*12 issue, and, in short, many curious
chapters In several eventful lives will be
laid bare, as it looks now."
Gratz Nathan and JoTln C. Shaw, the

attorneys for Mro. Fleming, claim that
their client never can be convicted, and
that there is not a scintilla of real evi¬
dence to prove her guilt, notwithstanding
the fact that the Grand Jury indicted
her. They welcome the opportunity of
trying tho question of her guilt now
Instead of waiting until the District At¬
torney has had time to prepare for tho
crimihal prosecution. If the residuary
legatees produce sufficient evidence to win
their contention, the county would be

ved the enormous expense of another
g poisoning trial, with its big fees for
xperts, mileage of witnesses, stenog¬

rapher's bills, etc.

THE ESTATE AND THE HEIRS.
The $80,000 fund in question represents

real estate wherein the residuary legatees,
Elsie Reeder and others, had an interest
In remainder after the termination of the
life estate of Mrs. Fleming's mother. This
legatee, Elsie Reeder, is entitled, it is
claimed, to a share in this fund through
the seventh clause of the will of Robert)

Swift Livingston, the father of Mary-
Alice Almont .Fleming.
Judge Andrews, of the Supreme Court,

has appointed Clarence W. Foster, of No.
34 Nassau street, guardian ad litem for
Florence W. Baker and Berenice W. Baker,
to look after their interests in this applica¬
tion of Miss Fleming's. Robert S. Living¬
ston, a grandson of Robert Swift Living¬
ston, the original owner of the estate, also
opposes Mrs. Fleming's application for a

slice of the fortune.
Those summoned to appear before the

referee are Walter, Grace and Averill
Fleming, the three infant children of Mrs.
Fleming; Mrs. Fleming herself, Clara O. L.
Tucker, Lavinla E. Tapscott, Robert L.
Jenkins, Robert L. Luckey, Robert S. Liv¬
ingston, Charles G. Livingston, Herman G.
Weibezahl, Robert Livingston Weibezahl,
Carl Ernest Weibezahl, Annie Frances
Weibezahl, Charles A. Peabody, Jr., George
Livingston Peabody, Julia L. Nourse,
Philip G. Peabody, Cora E. Brown, Rosa¬
lie Stilson, Henry A. Brown, John Amory"
Baker, Florence Baker, Berenice Baker,
Florence Smyth, Le Grand B. Cannon, Elsie
Reeder, George L. Reeder and George H.
Yeaman.

WEIGH ED 700, AND HUNGRY
Yonkers Masons Find a Fellow Member

and His Son in a Destitute
Condition.

A unique case for relief came under the
observation yesterday of Stephen T. Bell,
Master of Rising Star Lodge, F. and A. M.,
of Yonkers. Leonard Whetton, of United
Lodge, of Brighton, Ontario, was found in
Yonkers in a destitute condition. Whetton,
who is but thirty-eight years of age, tips
the scales at 715 pounds. He was born in
Canada and at the age of ten weighed 200
pounds. He worked for a time on his
parents' farm, but as his weight increased
he found it impossible to do the work re-

FOUR II ONE COUPE SEAT,
Miss Davis Testified That Mrs.

Carter Had to Sit in Mr.
Belasco's Lap.

The Playwright Blushed, and at the
End of the Session the Passage

Was Stricken Out.

QUARRELS IN "MISS HELYETT" CO.

Mr. Belasco, in Accounting for Loss of

Memory en the Witness Stand, Said
That He Did So Much Mental
Work That He Forgot Things.

Referee Ernest Hall yesterday listened to
another Instalment of testimony In. the
suit of Actress Kate Davis against David
Belasco and Charles Frohman for $5,800 for
alleged breach of contract., David Be¬
lasco was on the stand for the third time.
He had frequently joined the "Miss Hel-
yett" company on the road, he testified, for
the purpose of preserving discipline, which
was threatened by the disobedience of Miss
Davis. At the last hearing Mr. Belasco had
stated on his word of honor that he had
never appeared as a witness in the case of
Liveryman I'urvogal against Mrs. Leslie
Carter. On cross-examination yesterday ho
said that he might have appeared, but did
not remember the incident.
"I can't say my memory Is very good,"

he said in reply to a question by Lawyer C.
YV. C. Burr. "I do so much mental work
that I often forget things. I frequently for¬
get all about a play after having completed
it." ^
The playwright then corrected another

statement made at a former hearing, to the
effect that when he joined the company he
was obliged to follow Mrs. Carter's whims.

A Behemoth of Destitution.
Leonard Whetton, thirty-eight years old and weighing 715 pounds, who was de-

serte4 by a museum manager in Yonkers, N. Y. Some Masons, of whose order
Whetton is a member, found him suffering from cold and hunger, along with his
son, and took care of him.

(Sketched by a Journal staff artist.)

quired on a farm and went into the butcher
business.
A few yenrs ago he began going about

the country exhibiting himself from place to
place, and met with fair pecuniary return.
He went to the Atlanta Exposition and
when it closed came to New York. About a
week ago a man whom Whetton knows
simply as "Professor Morris" brought him
to Yonkers. engaged a small, unoccupied
store in Palisade avenue, and with glaring
lights and loud voice invited the citizens of
the city to view his charge In regular dime
museum style.
The week was fairly successful, but yes¬

terday "Professor Morris" could nowhere
be found. Whetton says he has left town
with all the receipts and left him and his
thirteen-year-old son Andrew stranded
there. The Masonic fraternity learned of
his plight and he and his boy have been
cared for.

President Shaw Sent to Jail.
Cincinnati, Jan. 8..Edgar J. Shaw, presi¬

dent and manager of the Architects and
Builders' Loan Association, was sent to
jail yesterday by United States Commis¬
sioner Hopper in default of furnishing
$5,000 bail. He will answer the charge of

using the mails for fraudulent purposes.
He has been doing a big business on a
mythical capital stock of $100,000, and his
directory was merely nominal. Many com¬
plaints were received of no returns from
investors.

He made the statement a sweeping one, lie
said, because he was annoyed at the atti¬
tude assumed by Miss Davis in the case.
Miss Davis then took the stand and testi¬

fied that she never owed the dramatist
money for cab hire.

THE CARRIAGE INCIDENT.
"The only time he ever furnished me with

a carriage," she said, "was once when four
of us went in a coupe. On that occasion
Miss Clement sat in my lap and Mrs. Car¬
ter sat in Mr. Belasco's lap."
The dramatist flushed at the statement,

then smiled and whispered something about
"playing to the. gallery." Miss Davis looked
at him in a way that made him more un¬

easy in his chair. ?The counsel for the
plaintiff glanced at the referee with a far¬
away look and Lawyer Rosenbault .lumped
to his feet to object. He dirt not think he
said, that Mrs. Carter's actions in a cab
had any connection with the present case
even had she been guilty of doing what the
witness said, and he did not believe she
did.
Miss Davis continued and said that she

had not stolen Mr. Burnham's "fall" dur¬
ing the "Miss Helyett" season. Her "fall"
was original business, Introduced by her¬
self. She also emphatically denied that
she had been gsilty of "guying" and mak¬
ing squeaky noises on the stage. She was
equally emphatic in her denial that she had
once consigned Manager Hayman to eternal
brimstone and fire.
"Did you ever say, referring to Mrs. Les-

WINTER SALE.

CLOAKS.SILK SKIRTS.DRESS SKIRTS.

Evening and Opera Cloaks,
of rich design and quality,
remaining from other sea¬
sons, formerly marked from
$50.00 to $250.00, now
marked variously from
$10.00 to $50.00.
Tables of Jackets, marked

$5.00, $7.00 and $10.00
each, irrespective of their
former prices. No altera¬
tions made in these.
200 Jackets of English

Boucle and Diagonal Chev¬
iot, lined with colored Taf¬
feta Silk, box style, with and
without velvet collars, same
material as those sold dur¬
ing the season at $25.00,
now $15.00 each.
The balance of our Misses'

Coats, winter-weight, lined
with striped silk, $5.00
each, Long Cloaks in pro¬
portion.

Two Hundred Colored Silk
Skirts, cut from the last of
the Moire Silk, recently sold
in our stock at $1.00 per
yard.
They are offull width,with

Princess back,and have dust
and full corded ruffle, con¬
tain eight yards to a skirt,$5.50 each.
Black Damasse Silk, re¬

tailed at $1.50 per yard, and
Fancy Black Crepon, at
$3.00 per yard, made into
separate Dress Skirts, in
our own work-room ; these
Skirts especially for this
sale, $16.OO eacii.
Dressing Sacques.
1,000 best quality striped

E i d e r d o w 11 Dressing
Sacques, 30 different pat¬
terns, sizes 32 to 44 inches,
95 cents each.

JAMES McCREERY & CO.,
Broadway and 11th St.

lie Carter, 'I'll break her face?' " asked
Lawyer Rosenbault.
"I never did," she replied, with flashing

eyes. "It would have been far more like
ine to have done so without saying anything
about it."
Referee Ilali explained that the witness

wished to imply that if she had contem¬
plated breaking Mrs. Carter's face she
would have been more likely to do it than
she would have been to tell about it before¬
hand. The actress nodded that he was cor¬
rect. Miss Davis then denied that she had
ever interfered with other actresses in the
company.
Lawyer Rosenbault then moved that the

portion of the testimony relating to Mrs.
Leslie Carter sitting on Dramatist Belasco's
lap in the coupe be stricken from the record.
He characterized it as a "vicious statement
and a vicious introduction of matter which
is immaterial."
Lawyer Burr replied that no one but

themselves were to blame, as they had first
introduced the carriage question, Referee
Hall ordered that portion of the evidence
stricken from the records, and an adjourn¬
ment was taken until next Monday.
Mr. Belasco was seen at the Herald

Square Theatre last night and said that
he had a faint recollection of the coupe
ride Miss Davis referred to on the witness
stand, but if any one sat 011 his lap he be¬
lieved it was Miss Davis. He said that if
he remembered correctly, Mrs. Leslie Car¬
ter, Miss Clement, Miss Davis and himself
started from the theatre for the costumers,
and a coupe had been sent instead of a
carriage, and ail four got Inside, but he
did not remember how they all were mixed
up. He laughed over the matter and said
that it would never have been revived I9
his mind had Miss Davis not referred to
it in her testimony.

EVADING CUSTOMS LAWS.
Fraudulent Invoices and Undervaluations

Cost the Government Millions
Every Year.

Special Treasury agents are preparing a

report to be submitted to the Ways and
Means Committee of Congress, demon¬
strating the extent of the losses of the Gov¬
ernment on fraudulent invoices and under¬
valuations under the existing tariff law. It
is claimed that the Government is cheated
out of millions of dollars in New York an.

nually, and that the practice is increasing,
the customs officials are practically unable
to prevent the frauds. The fraudulent
methods, it is stated, are practised mainly
in the importation of textiles.
In one recent ca§e an advance of sixty,

three per cent was made by the appraisers,
which was promptly paid by the importers.
A prominent customs official said }ast even¬

ing that the robbing of the Government
was mainly the work of foreign manufac¬
turers, who have located agents here. This
practically does away with the necessity of
American firms sending a buyer abroad.
The goods are purchased here from sam¬
ples, Instead of shipping them direct to
the purchasers, they are consigned to the
agents, who pay the customs duties and
charge the expense to the American buyers.
The special agent idea has grown to such

proportions that foreign manufacturers now
refuse to sell goods on the other side, but
refer prospective buyers to their branch
houses here.
At the present time the only penalty at¬

tached to t"he undervaluation of goods Is
where the difference is above ten per cent
of the value, and then the fine is double the
amount of the difference. An importer can

purchase silk at $1 per. yard and swear lib
paid but ninety-one cents. If he is de¬
tected he must pay the proper amount; if
he claimed he paid but ninety cents, he
must pay a penalty. As a result of .this,
many invoices passing through the Custom
House are undervalued at least nine per
cent.
The Committee on Ways and Means will

propose amendments with a view to put-
ting a stop to the practice. "We have en¬
deavored for years to put a stop to it," G.
P. Cross, head of the special agents, said
yesterday, "but it is almost impossible. I
trust that Congress can devise a wpy to ac¬
complish It."

pLaMS FuPT THE NEW oRIDEiE.

Changes Have Been Made and Must Be
Approved by Secretary Lamont.

The new East River Bridge Commission
met yesterday afternoon in thelroffices Inthe
Emigrant Savings Bank building, No. 49
Chambers street. Mayors Strong and
Wurster were the only absentees. After the
meeting Secretary Thurber said the Com¬
mission -would go on with Its work, In spite
of the temporary Injunction secured by
Stephen N. Hoyt, as to the permanency of
which Justice Uaynor will hand down a de¬
cision 011 Saturday.
The Commission has received and filed re¬

ports from two electrical engineers regard¬
ing the bridge railway traffic. The report
favors four tracks over the bridge, with a
roadbed laid at no greater than a 2 per cent
grade at any point. Cars are to be run
under a headway of 400 feet.
President Balrd and Commissioners Thur¬

ber, Sperry and Deeves are appointed a
committee to go to Washington to lay the
plans before the Secretary of War.
Secretary Thurber said: "The reason the

plans have to be approved a second time by
Secretary Lamont is that they are of great¬
er scope than the old plans he has already
approved. These plans are for a 108 foot
bridge. They will not be submitted until
after Judge Gaynor's decision is made
known, and I cannot tell how long it will
take to get them back after they are in the
Secretary's hands. It is a somewhat long
process."

Got ^35,000 for Injuries.
William H. Dieffenbach, the commercial

traveller who was badly hurt In the col¬
lision on the Erie Road at Lackawaxen
on March 16, 1893. obtained a verdict of
$35,000 from a jury before Justice Daly in
the Supreme Court yesterday. His back¬
bone was strained, six of his ribs were
shifted, an important nerve In his right
arm was stretched and he was fearfully
cut about tlve head, legs and arms. Be¬
sides, he lost fifty pounds In weight.

6*r»AMMEYE||>tw STAMPEDONASHOE «lij
MEANS STANDARD OFMERIT.
6-AVEnu|ner2q^t

MEN'S CALF

HAND-SEWED WELT
'NATURAL WOOL
INSOLE SHOE,"

50.$3J
In the manufacture of

these shoes I have substi¬
tuted a natural wool insole
instead of leather, thereby
making a shoe as flexible
as India Rubber. As
health preserver, due to
their peculiarity as a non¬

conductor of heat or cold
and a preventive of damp¬
ness, they have no equal.

THE NATURAL WOOL INSOLE IS
MANUFACTURED FOR ME EXCLU¬
SIVELY AND CANNOT IJE PUR¬
CHASED ELSEWHERE

CAUTION..Having no agencies or branch
stores, my shoes can be purchased only at my
establishment.

A. J.CAMMEYER,
6th Ave., corner 20th St., N. Y,

IIBED IJUiST ACTS,
George Harvey Cook's Narrative

of J. Rush Ritter's
$209,000 Drafts.

Had $16,000 to Meet Them, and
, Solicitors' Loan and Trust Co.

of Philadelph ia Failed.

NEAR DEATH WITH BRAIN FEVER.

Far-Reaching Speculations That Came to

Naught During the Financial Pinch
on a Day That Money Wer.t

to 60 Per Cent,

When the Solicitors' Loan and Trust
Company, of Philadelphia, failed on last
Saturday it was stated that the specula¬
tions of J. Rush Ritter, its real estate
manager, had brought on the collapse. The
Immediate cause was the failure of Ritter
to meet drafts which he had drawn upoii
George Harvey Cook, of No. 50 Broadway,
this city. Mr. Cook is treasurer of the
Electrical Maintenance Company and agent
of the Bloomer estate. In relation to
the Ritter matter Mr. Cook said yester¬
day:

It is true that Mr. f Ritter drew several
drafts upon me aggregating $209,000. When
he did so he fully expected to have the
money here to meet them. I had $16,-
000 of his money in hand, and had done a

good deal of business with him. I am con¬
nected with a number of enterprises,
which brought me in relation with him
and with other Philadelphia people. The
drafts were due on December 13 last. Al¬
though they were drawn upon me, I did
not accept or indorse them. They were
made payable to himself. When the first

Ritter ow twr .that day 1 called Mr-
"'tier o\er tue telephone, at about noon

draftWhat 1 should do Tout the
17: He answered: 'Don't worry- there
will be money to meet them.'

HAD TO SEND THEM TO PROTEST.

m-in noni'lg]' him t0 a good business
man I felt easy for the time being
Shortly before 3 o'clock, when demands
had been made for the entire $209 000 I
again called him up, and then he 'tepHeT

o ' 1 anj sorry- I bailed to get the
money as I expected and hoped. I must

8° to Protest and send them back to ti »

ii«smm
caused undoubtedly by the t lt ni

twry,-thf fo'lowed. ft was the "line" s

tion and others if ftadf h"® traiI11snc"
"eliefd in&V'fo t0 ^-"teiSra^
^ich has now befalfen^his company8*®]?Kitter^b'ecS hl^ea^XXS'

a
action"0 a terrlble Penalty for this trans-

MONEY RATES AT 60 PER CENT
reas?n why he could not borrow

money here was because, as you know,]
thatetimaeS nndUfhP ln»e market just about
to^GO per'cent. rUteS f°r money wellt U'J

'JD'k he teli you where he expected to
get the money from?"

1 ueu 10

some°way!" 1 presume lt was due him in

yo'urhy ^ld he draw the documents on

''I presume It was because he needed ac¬
commodation and that he intended to
meet them, for he was well aware I could
not meet $200,000 with only $1(\000. It

also enabled him to get the cash for them
so much easier."
Since the exposure add the failure of the

Solicitors' Loan & Trust Company Alex¬
ander F. Matthews, of Philadelphia, has
sued Ritter for $34,000, alleging that lie
had intrusted money and bonds to his
keeping, and that when he made a de¬
mand upon Ritter for bonds of the Citizens
Street Railway Company, of Indianapolis,
he was unable to obtain them, because, he
alleged, Ritter had disposed of them and
appropriated the proceeds to his own use.
Moreover, it was ascertained that his

transactions with the Tradesmen's National
Bank were all in the name of the loan ana
trust company, of which Ritter was a di¬
rector as well as a departmental chief.
He had previously discounted about $100,-
000 of drafts, all of which had been drawn
upon George H. Cook, and were met. The
fact that the $209,000 was deducted from
funds of the trust company is taken as
proof that the bank officers were led to
believe the transactions were company
business. As a further proof, it is said
that the Tradesmen's Bank will now in¬
sist upon the payment of an indemnity
bond which President Clay, of the Solici¬
tors' Company gave the bank for $150,000.

PRESIDENT UODGERS CONSENTED.
It was stated yesterday that J. S. Mc-

Kee, cashier of the bank, discounted the
$209,000 with the consent and approval
of the president, Mr. Charles Rodgers.
Under these circumstances it is considered
strange that Mr. McKee was suspended
pending inquiry. There is, of course, no
charge of collusion or anything of that
sort; but a question of business discretion.
Ritter, who is lying at the point of death,

is charged with all the disasters to the
Solicitors' Company. He has several Phila-
delphia capitalists behind him, who are
interested in concerns that have been more
or less successful. Ritter was president
of the Brigantine Beach Railroad. The
beach is opposite Atlantic City. Morltz
Lippinan, of this city, started this com¬

pany, backed by the Holland Trust Com¬
pany. Hon. Robert B. Roosevelt, George
Van Siclen, G. H. Cook and others. This
was one of the companies that did not
flourish. Mr. Ritter is also interested
in the Ocean Island Company, the Brigan¬
tine Improvement Company and in electri¬
cal plants in Atlantic City and Phila¬
delphia. He has many irons in the fire.

A PUZZLE TO THE POLICE.

The Local Detectives Make Little Progress
in Tracing Out Diamond Robbers.

So far as the recovery of the stolon
jewels or the arrest of the thieves is con¬

cerned, the robbery of the residence of I.
Townsend Burden is still a mystery to the
police. All they have to show for their
long work on the case is a large assort¬
ment of theories. The latest of these.
the one on which they are now basing their
investigations.is that the robbery was
done by men who had become thoroughly
acquainted with the house and with the
habits oI the Inmates through the ser¬
vants.
In supporting this theory the police do

not mean to imply that any of the ser¬
vants has any knowledge of the theft.
The detectives think that what'information
the servants imparted was given in an in¬
nocent manner and to persons to whom
they had no suspicion. These persons, the
police believe, lived and may live now in
the Tenderloin district not far from the
Burden house.
Even this theory has failed to bring the

detectives any nearer the object of their
work, and, although half a dozen men from
the Central office and as many from Cap¬
tain Pickett's force at the West Thirtieth
Street Station are detailed on the case,
they have found nothinfo tangible.
Mr. Burden is as much in the dark as the

police, and his reward of $5,000 for the re¬

turn of the missing gems has failed to
bring him any information.

LLOYD TO SUCCEED BISHOP.

Will Probably Be Chosen Associate Leader
to Victorious Jacob Seabold.

Since the victory of Jacob Seabold in
the primary elections in tlie Thirty-fourth
Assembly District there has been much
speculation as to who would be named
associate leader 1o succeed James W. Bish¬
op, one of the Gilroyites, who attempted
to defeat Seabolu's fe-GlfectlOu tO tu8 ieilu-
ersliip. Several names have been men- 1

tioned, but it is thought that the man
will be Thomas Lloyd, one of the best-
known politicians in Harlem.
"When the General Committee from this

district meet for organization," said Lead¬
er Seabold, "I think Mr. Lloyd will be
named as my associate on the Executive
Committee of Tammany Hall. He seems
to be the choice of nearly all the members
of the committee. He is a good Tammany
Democrat, and has a very large follow¬
ing."

News from Albany Shows I hat
Piatt H as Begun War on

the Reformers.

The Pool-Room Keeper Repeats Thai:
Things Will Be "Wide Open

Here After Feb. 5."

BROOKFIELD MEN SLATED TO GO.

Not Only Will Police and Excise Commis¬
sioners Be Legislated Out of Office,

but Every Follower of the
Anti-Platt Leader.

The statement made by "The" Allen,
published in the Journal yesterday, that
after February 5 nest the Police and Ex¬
cise boards of the city would be wiped
out of existence, and that thereafter the
police spy system would be a thing of
the past, aroused considerable Interest
among the reform element.
At first it was said that Allen didn't

know what he was talking about. It was

pointed out that, while he undoubtedly
was a big power in the past when he
enjoyed the confidence of Republican and
Tammany leaders alike, he did not enjoy
the same means of information to-day.
In the afternoon, however, news was re¬

ceived from Albany about the introduction
of bills there, which proved t t "The"
Alien was still very much ii evidence.
The bills introduced concerned ie excise
question, the Greater >Jew Yoi measure
and ballot reform. When the gist of the
bills reached this city it was found that
little, if anv, of the suggestions from
the Committee of Seventy, the Chamber
of Commerce and the other reform bodies
had been heeded. With a summary of
the bills came the intelligence that orders >

had been received to rush them through.
"Tho" Allen, however, said many more

things that have not been published. He said
that" not only had Mr. I'latt decided to
wipe out the Police and Excise Commis¬
sioners, but that in every department
where a Urooklield man was found at the
head, the office would be abolished. 'This
would take in, among others, the Comi-nis-
sioner of Public Works, now held by Gen¬
eral Collis. If thia plan is carried out, tue
patronage of the Public Works Depart¬
ment, one of the biggest in the city, will
be at the disposal of the regular ma¬
chine, with all that it implies regarding a
Presidential election.

"I have not been in the gambling busi¬
ness forty-two years for nothing," Mr. Al¬
len said yesterday. "I know exactly what
I have talked about. I know the source of
my information. I know men from whom
some of these police captains are com-"
polled to take their orders, and I know in
advance what these orders arc. I tell you
that you will not see a Brookfield man in
power one month from date."
Allen's pool rooms were closed up yes¬

terday. With his retainers he spent the
day in the liquor store at the corner of
Bleecker street and West Bmadway. He
told them of the good times all would have
in the near future, when the present "re¬
form" boards of police and excise would
have disappeared.
Of Allen's statement Chief Conlin said

that some of it was news to him,
while a portion of it he practically ad¬
mitted he. had known about. Ori the
general questions involved, however, he
maintained a discreet silence. The fact
that Allen had made his statement to a

newspaper man in presence of a witness,
and that both were present when the al¬
leged representative of the Police Depart¬
ment called on Allen he deemed worthy of
attention.

"I suppose it is true," he said, "that
some of Acting Captain Thompson's men
of the Mercer Street Station did call upon
Allen. If' so, it was to tell him that he
must keep his places closed. I do not
think the men said anything else. I am

giad to see that Alien intends keeping"
closed until February 5 next. If he does
not keep closed after that date I will ha\e
something to say In the matter myself."
Pending the moves to be made on the

political chess board during the next few
weeks, none of the Commissioners mainly
interested are anxious to talk. When they
were seen yesterday no news had been re¬
ceived from Albany as to the introduction
of bills there. The Chamber of Commerce,
however, and the Committee of Seventy
intend sending a deputation to Albany to
watch the bills.

Broadway,
9th & 10th Sts.
Fourth Ave. Succ&»30l*s toAT.StiewaW,& Co,

Broadway,
9th & 10th Sts.
Fourth Ave.

NO SLEIQH BELLS YET
But right here is the merry jingle of the greatest Jan¬

uary business we have known for many a year. Goods are drifting
in and flying out like the eddyings of a snowstorm. Half the usual
prices are often enough.and that, too, for new, seasonable goods.
DRESS GOODS
They would be astonishingly cheap were

the lots no more than remnants. But they
are more.. They're the newest goods in
the market. The little prices come from
knowing how and when to buy.
Wool Novelty, stylish printed warp de¬

signs, 6 colors, 28c instead of 50c.
Mohair Jacquards, 8 solid colors, $1.25

kind at 58c.
50 in. Scotch Tweeds, stylish and ser¬

viceable. 60C instead of $1.25.
Silk-run Plaids, beautiful bright color¬

ings, 58C instead of 75c.
Silk-and-wool Tartan Plaids, rich and

dressy, 87c; the $1.25 kind.
46 in. Faconne Suitings, neat jacquard

figures, 75c; the $1.25 kind.
BLACK GOODS

French Crepons, 38c yd.; 65c quality.
Boucle Cheviots, 75c yd.; handsome

goods similar to those selling at $2 yd.
50 in. wide wale Cheviots and Crepon

Fancies. 68c yd.; $1 and $1.25 grades.
20 styles Crepe Cheviots, Basket Weaves
and Armure Figures. 75c yd.; $1.25
kind.

Near Rotunda.

THAT FURNITURE SALE
is making many a housekeeper happy.
They get extra fine pieces at near to half
prices. Here are some Chiffoniers and
Dressing Tables for Thursday.
Oak Dressing Tables

$8 from $12 $12 from $18.50
$16 from $25

Birch Dressing Tables
$25 from $33 $15 from $25

Maple Dressing Tables, $25 from $33
Mahogany Dressing Tables

$100 from $140 $40 from $60
$70 from $90 $38 from $55
$60 from $80 $30 from $40
$42 from $68 $25 from $36

Mahogany Chiffoniers
$65 from $115 $40 from $65
$65 from $110 $40 from $58
$60 from $100 $30 from $45
$45 from $75 $25 from $35

Birch Chiffoniers
$45 from $60 $22 from $30
$28 from $38 $19 from $25

$25 from $35
Oak Chiffoniers

$45 from $58 $25 from $35
$35 from $45 $22 from $31

$28 from $38
Fourth Floor.

JANUARY LINEN SALE
Linens for every housekeeping need-

Mountains of Linens at rQole-hill prices-
For instance:

TABLE CLOTHS.Best finish.best make-
Napkins to match, plenty of patterns.

Bleached damask Table Cloths, best fin¬
ish. 2x2 yds., $1.35, $1.50, $1.75;
2x2J yds.. $1.70, $2, $2.25 ; 2x3 yds.,
$2, $2.50, $2.75; 2x3b yds., $2.65,
$3, $3.25; 2x4 yds., $3, $3.50, $3.75.

Napkins to match, $1.25 to $2.65.
Bleached Darnask by the yard, 68 in.

wide, 68, 85c, $1 to $1.35 goods at 50,
68, 75c and $1.

Napkins to match, $2 to $3 doz.
Irish damask Napkins, dinner size, at
$1.75, $2.40, $3 doz.

Special lot heavy damask Breakfast Nap¬
kins, $i doz.

AN AVENUE OF TOWELS. More than
200 feet ot counter heaped with them. The
largest stock we know of in town, and at
the same surprisingly low prices.

Pure linen, heavy aevon, buck Towels,
121 16, 18, 19c.

Pure linen Towels, heavy weave, hem¬
med or fringed, 20C.

Pure linen, fringed, huck Towels, 25c;
well worth 38c.

Pure lined hemstitched huck Towels, 25c
Pure linen, large, knotted fringe damask
Towels, 25c.

Heavy huck Towels. 26x43 in., 19C.
Turkish Bath Towels, specially made,

heavy, 25c; good value at 40c.
Good huck Towelling, for rollers. 12jc yd.
Good twilled linen Towelling, 6c yd.
Glass Linen, 8, 10, 12£Cyd.
Irish linen hemstitched Pillow Cases,

laundered, $1 pair.
Hemstitched linen Sheets, for double

bed, $3.90 and $5 pair.
Fourth Avenue.

MUSLIN UNDERWEAR
No matter what you need count on finding
here exactly what you want and less to pay
for it than you ever knew. The great
January Sale is in the full flood of success.

GOWNS
Gowns of good, strong, heavy rnuslin.
cambric ruffle on neck, yoke and
sleeves and around pleated yoke, 50c.

Muslin Gowns. Mother Hubbard yoke of
36 fine pleats, collar and cuffs, fancy
stitched, ribbon bow at neck, 60c.

! Strong muslin Gowns, Mother Hubbard
yoke of fine pleats and three rows of
fine embroidery, neat edge on neck
and sleeves, $1.15.

And so on to the fine exquisite Frenc h
Gowns to $25 with all between prices.

DRAWERS
Good strong heavy muslin Drawers, deep
hem and 5 pleats, full size yoke banc.,
well made, 18c. 3 to a buyer.

Good strong heavy muslin Drawers, wiua
hem and 9 spaced pleats. 30c; same,
in cambric, 30C. Only 3 to a buyer.

And so on to the handsome elaborates
French hand-made Drawers at $8.75,
with all the between prices.

CORSET COVERS
Fine cambric Corset Covers, V front,

high back, trimmed with Hambu:g
edge, 25c.

Fine cambric Corset Covers, V front,
square back, trimmed with ribbon and
machine-made torchon lace, 50C.

And so on to the more elaborate trimmed
Corset Covers, imported and domestic,
at $7.50, with all between prices.
FOR THE CHILDREN

CHILDREN'S DRAWERS
Girls' fine muslin Drawers, cluster, pleatl
and hem, 2 years. 20C ; 4 to 6 yea.,
25c; 8 years, 30c; 10 and 12 year
35c; 14 years, 40C.

Girls' canton flannel Drawers, neat hem,
2 to 6 years, 18c.

LONG AND SHORT DRESSES
Cambric J-ong Dresses, yoke with 4 em-

broiderad insertions between pleats.
Hamburg edged neck and sleeves, 50C.

Second. Floor.

SALE OF HURT BOOKS
Hurt in the prices mostly. No matter.

There's no room in our Book Store fV
Books that are not perfect in every w? /
Finger marked volumes, scratched, rubbed
.anything that takes the blush of newne?a
and freshness from them is enough to send
them to the Hurt Book Table. Such Holi¬
day Book selling as we did was never bo-
fore seen In a New York department store.\
doubtful if it was ever seen in a New York
Book store. Hundreds of volumes hurt
more or less.mostly less.are on the spe¬
cial tables.sets and single volumes for oil
and young. OFTEN AT QUARTER PRICE.
This morning some hundreds mora of popu¬
lar Books are added.
JSintU Street*


